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Veto this very
bad bill, governor

Re: Florida’s CHOICE Act would hold
entrepreneurs hostage | Sam Peak, Opinion,
June2 :

The author of your op-ed, Sam Peak,
was spot-on in his Viewpoint essay.

The alluring acronym for this oner-
ous act (“CHOICE,” which stands for
Contracts Honoring Opportunity, Invest-
ment, Confidentiality and Economic
Growth), is a total facade.

This legislation, if signed or allowed to
become law without the governor’s signa-
ture, will halt Florida’s energetic work over
atleast the past eight years to attractinno- .
vators and entrepreneurs to our state and
will surely cripple that work and dissuade
any new business innovation and start-ups
cominghere.

After reading Peak’s column, I read the
bill (HB 1219).

This law basically would allow busi-
nesses using adhesion non-compete
agreements to tie the minds and efforts of
our new entrepreneurs, with automatic
injunctions preventing innovation and new
business creation on a simple “application”
by an allegedly affected business to a court,
with nobond, specific evidence or proof.

Instead of “honoring opportunity,” as it
claims, this bill would stifle it. Gov. DeSan-
tis should veto itimmediately.

Doug Mclntosh, Plantation

Too much overreach

The CHOICE Act s too severe.

Whereas abusiness may need to protect
itself from someone who learns a skill from
them and then walks across the street to
“steal” clients to start a similar business, for
an entire state to do this is too much.

For example, in earlier-days of private
medical practice, there was often a restric-
tive covenant of five or 10 miles, which
made sense in protecting a medical prac-
tice that made an investment to start.

But an entire state? Nah. That’s too
much.

Stuart Himmelstein, Lake Worth Beach
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Keep Holiday Park green

Building a parking structure at Fort
Lauderdale’s Holiday Parkis abad idea.
There’s no need for it.

Tastefully paving the grassy areas that
are currently being used exclusively for
parking and doing it so thatitincludes
nice landscaping, lighting, EV charging
stations and Pay-By-Phone to collect reve-
nue will provide more than ample park-

g.

It also would be much more aestheti-
cally pleasing and would cost less, too. An
unsightly parking structure would attract
more vagrants, which is already a problem
atthe park.

Lastly, given the city’s poor track record
of managing Public Private Partnerships
(PPPs or P3s), this is abad option that
should not be considered.

Greg Everett, Fort Lauderdale

Trump and censorship

Presumably, letter writer Osvaldo
Valdes (“Fair and balanced?” on May
17) would like President Trump to take
aim at eliminating income streams for
Fox News and MSNBC with an execu-
tive order that supplements his May 1
order “Ending Taxpayer Subsidization Of
Biased Media.”

Nonetheless, this is censorship, because
the end result is less speech that’s freely or
otherwise available. It is anti-originality. It
isanti-creation.

Ironically, recall Trump’s Inauguration
Day executive order, “Restoring Freedom
of Speech and Ending Federal Censor-
ship”

- It stated that “Government censor-
ship of speech is intolerable in a free
society.”

Indeed, First Amendment freedoms
of speech and of the press must reign
supreme for democracy to exist. They
allow leaders to be held accountable by
freely questioning and sharing observa-
tions and concerns with respect to the
gaps between said leaders’ assertions and
reality.

Lou Horwitz, St. Louis
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