YOUR TURN

Use Trump’s contradiction

Re: “Public broadcasting vital to
civic life,” Editorial, Wednesday:

Thank you for covering the latest
assault on our First Amendment’s
freedom of speech and press. Without
those two freedoms we don’t have a
democracy.

That said, exception must be taken
with the characterization that PBS
and NPR “are pushing back aggres- .

- sively” against President Donald
Trump’s May 1 executive order —
Ending Taxpayer Subsidization Of
Biased Media.

In plain view for the whole world to
see is Trump'’s Jan. 20 executive order

— Restoring Freedom Of Speech And -

Ending Federal Censorship — which
reads, “Government censorship of
speech is intolerable in a free society.”
In short, Trump’s Jan. 20 admission
is nowhere to be found in either law-
. suit. And considering the stakes, such
an omission is borderline neg]igence
and inexcusable.
hgr, given the chaos that starts
the Oval Office and then me-
tastasizes throughout the national
economy and international world
order, an excellent opportunity has
been missed to lay bare Trump’s in-
sensitivity to his own oath of office,
which requires him to “preserve, pro-
tect and defend” the U.S. Constitution.
{Lou Horwitz'

Make rich sacrifice, too

There has been a lot of reporting
and political hand-wringing in the
news about the size of our national
debt — some $36 trillion.

- I agree that the problem is huge and
needs to be addressed. In times of
national crisis, we as a people have
always been asked to sacrifice and
work together to solve problems.

This time, however, we are being
asked to look the other way while one
part of our nation takes the hit —
those who need medical care and
those who need food.

The wealthy citizens of our country
are not being asked to sacrifice along-
side the poor. This imbalance implies
that some sectors of our society are
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‘because of the deficit.

more Worthy than others.
If American leaders truly want to

| address the overwhelming amount of
our national debt, then they nee

promote a financial answer to the
problem that calls on all to sacrifice,
not just the poor.

Our political leaders need to re-
member that we are better together
and that financial security for our
country requires all — rich and poor
— to participate in the solution.

Dawn Cochran, Bergheim

Describe Jan. 6 protesters

White House press secretary Karo-
line Leavitt said, “In the wake of this
violence California’s feckless Demo-
crat leaders have completely abdicated
their respons1b111ty to protect their
citizens.”

I wonder how Leavitt would de-
scribe the supporters of President
Donald Trump who stormed the Capi-
tol, causing death and destruction,
while he did nothing to stop the at-
tack.

John Kepler
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