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Marriage equality milestone
should energize Maine

Today, June 26, is the 10th
anniversary of marriage equal-
ity in the U.S. Despite all the
threats to equal rights in our
country right now, it is a mile-
stone worth celebrating. How
wonderful that this right was
secured in June, during Pride
Month. How proud Maine is
of our own Mary Bonauto of
Portland, a gifted attorney and
tireless advocate at GLAD Law
in Boston, who successfully
argued the case for marriage
equality before the U.S. Su-
preme Court to make it the
law of the land.

And, how providential that
June 26 also happens to be the
date that Frannie Peabody died
in 2001. She would be joining
with the entire community to
celebrate today’s milestone.
She would also urge us all to
remain vigilant to protect the
rights of all LGBTQ+ people,
as we live under an increasing-
ly authoritarian regime that
wants to erode them. May this
milestone energize us to stand
up and speak up for equal
protection under the law.

Kathy Mills

Yarmouth

Angus King’s concern
about Gaza isn’t enough

As a member of the Senate
Armed Services and Select
Intelligence Committees, Sen.
Angus King wields consider-
able political influence. He
recently signed Senate Reso-
lution 224 requesting that the
Trump administration hasten
aid delivery to starving Pales-
tinians in Gaza. A good start,
although far too late for the
tens of thousands who have
died.

At a meeting with constit-
uents, King expressed more
concern about hostages in
Gaza than he has about Pal-
estinians displaced countless
times, with wounds, burns and
amputations, who are treated,
if at all, without anesthesia.

Sen. King’s responses are
inadequate, a placebo in the
face of ongoing genocide. He

spoke of the Gaza Humanitari-
an Foundation (GHF), recently
tasked with delivering aid to
Gazans, as merely raising “red
flags.” In reality, the four sites
where GHF is supposed to
serve 2 million starving Pal-
estinians have become death
traps as Israeli troops routine-
ly slaughter dozens of Gazans
every day while starving
people attempt to secure food
for their families.

Has King publicly called for
Israel to end this daily mur-
der? Not yet. Why has he
resisted pleas that he demand
a stop to the U.S. arming of Is-
rael? By one estimate, 70% of
the weapons used by Israel are
supplied by the U.S. An end to
that would make a quick end
to the Gaza genocide. Con-
stituents who oppose Israel’s
ongoing war crimes need to
pressure King to speak up.

Donna Joss
Bridgton

Some trademarks for
Sen. Collins to consider

As an ongoing competition
for subscribers, The Week,

a national news magazine,
conducts a weekly contest em-
ploying a specific item culled
from one of its most recent
published stories. In the April
29, 2022, edition, Meghan
Markle was highlighted for
seeking a “trademark” for the
word “archetypes.” Utilizing
this trademark theme, contes-
tants were asked to suggest
which celebrity would attempt
to trademark the next new
word.

Seven days later, the contest
winners were announced:
Third place went to a gen-
tleman from Florida, who
entered: Sen, Susan Collins,
“Maybe.”

It is always quite comforting
to realize that U.S. citizens in
faraway places recognize the
role our senior senator plays
on the national stage. There-
fore, as an interested voter, I
should like to urge Sen. Collins

to embrace this gentleman’s
rather helpful suggestion.

As a more-than-concerned
resident of Maine, however, |
would like to take the liber-
ty of suggesting additional
trademarks for Sen. Collins
to consider, namely: “I am
concerned,” “I had a nice
conversation with the candi-
date” and “I am not a MAGA
Republican.”

John Mishler

Harpswell

Trying times for the
First Amendment

A letter writer’s accusation
that the Maine Trust for Local
News and the mass media
are carrying out a censorship
campaign against President
Trump or anything with a
conservative bias (“Where are
the conservative letters?” June
17) certainly dovetails nicely
with Trump’s May 1 executive
order, “Ending Taxpayer Subsi-
dization of Biased Media.”

But, also in plain view for
the whole world to see is
Trump’s Jan. 20 executive
order, “Restoring Freedom of
Speech and Ending Federal
Censorship.” Said order states,
“Government censorship of
speech is intolerable in a free
society.”

Shutting down a source
of funds simply because the
output does not conform to
someone’s own moral frame-
work is blatant censorship in
violation of the First Amend-
ment. The amount of speech in
circulation will be less than it
otherwise would be.

Since the letter writer opened
the door on censorship, and
kudos to the paper for pub-
lishing the letter, I would be
remiss not to point out the
obvious. The upshot of these
two executive orders is prima
facie evidence of Trump’s
insensitivity to his own oath of
office requiring him to “pre-
serve, protect and defend” the
U.S. Constitution.

Lou Horwitz
St. Louis, Mo.
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