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OPINION

Re: “Denver’s crime wave can be 
quelled,” Jan. 30 editorial

Last Sunday’s editorial was ridiculous. 
The Denver Post believes that increas-
ing funding for mental health will magi-
cally make crime go away. If you believe 
that, I’ll sell you Pikes Peak. 

The real issue is the progressive left’s 
pro-crime and anti-law enforcement 
initiatives. Specifically, House Bill 19-
1263 and Senate Bill 20-217 are a one-two 
punch of the increase in crime and de-
bauchery.

HB 1263 downgraded possession of 
small amounts of heroin, cocaine and 
fentanyl to a misdemeanor. Two milli-
grams of fentanyl can kill you. 

SB 217, “Enhancement Law Enforce-
ment Integrity,” holds police officers 
personally liable up to $25,000 if their 
employer finds they did not act in “good 
faith and reasonable belief that the ac-
tion was lawful.” SB 217 is a reason many 
cops retired and why every law Colora-
do law enforcement agency cannot hire 
the cops they need. 

If the progressive left and its ringlead-
er Gov. Jared Polis are serious about re-
ducing the current crime wave, they will 
start by repealing HB 1263 and SB 217. 
But this is doubtful. Gov. Polis reduced 
the sentence of a convicted truck driver 
who killed  four people to 10 years from 
110. Mayor Michael Hancock has let 
downtown and Union Station become a 
cesspool of crime and debauchery.

Jeff Jasper, Westminster

Wear masks to protect kids
Re: “Back to us,” Jan. 30 commentary

I usually respect Doug Friednash’s 
opinion, but I have to question his think-
ing that since we can wear N95 masks if 
we choose, it is OK for others to not be 
required to mask anymore. 

Cases continue to rise among chil-
dren, young kids cannot be vaccinated 
yet, and anyone who has tried to keep a 
mask on a 2- or 3-year-old will tell you 
even with the soft, cloth child masks, it 
can be impossible, and I have not even 
seen N95 masks for small children.

It has been said that when children’s 
needs conflict with adults’ wishes, kids 
lose. This has been apparent in the think-
ing, policies, and politics re the pandem-
ic. We often hear that children are our 
greatest resource, yet people say it is 
their right to expose others to the virus 
without regard to their risk to children. 

I hope businesses will continue to 
require masks and adults will continue 
to wear them in public places to protect 
the most vulnerable around them until 
infection rates drop significantly. They 
may not be your children, but we will 
need them to pay taxes and take care of 
us when we are old.

Gail Ryan, Lakewood

Hold Trump accountable
Re: “Trump dangles prospect of par-
dons,” Jan. 31 news story

In his latest foray into an alternate uni-
verse, former President Donald Trump 
has suggested that those arrested for the 
January 2021 assault on the U. S. Capitol 
“are being treated so unfairly” and may 
be deserving of pardons if convicted. 

Once again, Trump is assuming the 
role of judge, jury and defense attorney 
and he seeks to gloss over the sad debacle 
that occurred. But, just as he did regard-
ing his false claims about a “stolen elec-
tion” despite more than 60 court cases 
finding no cause for any of his claims, 
Trump alone apparently knows better.

It is time for Republican leaders and 
the rank and file to take off their gloves 
and call it like it is. Trump is trying to 
edge our democracy toward a fascist 
state. Anything contrary to his thinking 
is wrong. This applies to actions by our 
court system, our media, our public 
opinion or  Congress.

Voters must demand any candidate 
running for office in this November’s 
elections (senator, congressperson, sec-
retary of state or dog catcher) respond 
to these two questions: Do you believe 
Trump and feel that our 2020 election 
was stolen? And, should the former pres-
ident  be held accountable for his actions 
(or inactions) and words on Jan. 6 that 
resulted in the Capitol riots? Then the 
electorate will know where that candi-
date stands regarding this blatant attack 
on our form of democratic government.

Howard Herbst, Aurora

accounts of the wealthy with the 
people’s money. To benefit from the 
529 scheme, one must have enough 
discretionary income to save in the 
first place. Then one must be able to 
save enough to make a dent in the 
cost of the education for which one 
saves. Then, one has to have enough 
taxable income to make the tax de-
ductions worthwhile. Yet all taxpay-
ers, high enough income or not, pay 
for the cost of all government.

Only the 529 savers get to send 
their kids to college or, if Kafer has 
her way, to private school. Classic 
bottom to top wealth distribution.

529 funding or not, public schools 
are better than private schools any-
way. No research is necessary to 
support this assertion. One merely 
needs to follow the money. All 
schools do what their funders man-
date. Non-profit schools obey their 
philanthropic donors. For-profit 
schools do their investors’ bidding. 
Religious schools bow to their the-
ocracy.

Public schools have to listen to 
taxpayers and voters: the same peo-
ple who use public education. Thus, 
only public schools have the govern-
ing mechanisms to do right by stu-
dents, families, and the public.

Floy Jeffares, Lakewood
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Want to solve crime? Repeal 
HB 1263 and SB 217

Re: “Allow Colorado 529 plans to 
pay for K-12 private schools,” Jan. 30 
commentary

The op-ed urging the Colorado 
legislature to expand House Bill 1019 
to enable parents to save for tuition 
at K-12 private schools should be 
opposed by those who believe in the 
educational separation of church 
and state. The writer argues that 
parents and other contributors can 
put away money tax-free for private 
school tuition. 

This form of “back door” voucher, 
or a bit of money laundering, is us-
ing public money for private reli-
gious schooling while reducing the 
funding available for public schools. 
Parents have the right to send their 
children to private schools, but they 
don’t have the right to expect the 
public to pay for it through this 
voucher scheme.

Rick Johnson, Castle Rock
B B B

Krista Kafer asserts that if parents 
could use 529 savings to pay for pri-
vate school, they’d gain power. Dis-
like your public school? “You can go 
elsewhere.”

True. So long as you own an ade-
quately funded 529 plan.

These plans, like all tax deduction 
shenanigans, subsidize the bank 

529 expansion only helps those that can afford it

Re:  “Colorado’s judges need more 
oversight and sometimes ouster,” 
Jan. 30 commentary

This week’s opinion column by 
George Brauchler claims, among 
other things, that applying term 
limits to Colorado’s appointed judg-
es (whom he disingenuously calls 
“elected” officials) would make our 
judicial branch “more experienced.” 
Backward thinking. 

He also wrote about a “ten-year 
divorce lawyer who has never been 
in front of a jury” serving as a judge, 
resulting in a first day at work sen-
tencing a convicted child molester.  

Among his other unsupported 
and specious arguments, he claims 
judges in Colorado earn more and 
have more benefits than lawyers 
can find in the private sector. In 
truth, many of our judges, who tend 
to be highly credentialed and ac-
complished prior to their appoint-
ments, serve in their judgeship 
while sacrificing the greater riches 
they would likely have encountered 
in a private sector legal career. Oth-
er absurdities and non-sequiturs 
abound in his column, but we letter 
writers face a word limit. 

Much like his memorable pre-
tense about Kim Kardashian’s 
trucker-sentence influence, this 
column blows a lot of smoke. 

Peter Ehrlich, Denver 
B B B

I concur with George Brauchler’s 
call for cameras in courts open to 
the public.

It is worth noting that without 
cell phone cameras, the public 
would have been denied the graphic 
images of the gross injustices to 
which George Floyd and Ahmaud 
Arbery were subjected. Conse-
quently, a very different and false 
narrative would likely have carried 
the day with the perpetrators, in all 
probability, avoiding conviction and 
any accountability whatsoever. 

Without such visual evidence, 
God only knows how many other 
instances of horrifying injustice 
have escaped the public scrutiny 
that so often is the real catalyst for 
change that nudges us ever closer to 
“equal justice under law” and “lib-
erty and justice for all.”

Further, former British Prime 
Minister William Gladstone’s keen 
observation that “justice delayed is 
justice denied” is particularly sig-
nificant when applied to cameras in 
the courtrooms. 

Undoubtedly, the degree to which 
the public trusts our legal system to 
be fair, transparent, and account-
able will grow in direct proportion 
to the promptness with which 
courtroom cameras are employed 
as a regular and routine part of the 
judicial process.

Lou Horwitz, St. Peters, Mo.

Is Colorado’s judiciary in need of reform?

  Cameras are used in a Nebraska courtroom in 2008 as part of a pilot 
project that allowed video and still images of court proceedings to be 
distributed by the news media. Nati Harnik, Associated Press  pool file photo
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Who can blame the residents of 
Walden for feeling nervous – and 
a little bitter – about the gray wolf 

who moved into their community in 2019 
and had a litter in 2021.

So far three cows and two dogs have been 
killed by the small pack, and the toll on pets 
and livestock will only get worse as the 
pack grows, other wolves move south from 
Wyoming, and the state begins the formal 
reintroduction process. And while attacks 
on small children or even adults are unlike-
ly, it is not irrational to fear the unpredict-
able actions of an apex predator in the wild.

The Denver Post’s Conrad Swanson trav-
eled to Walden to  report on the growing 
unease among the first Coloradans to live 
with a wild wolf population in eight de-
cades.

“The wolves know where our cows are,” 
said Kim Gittleson who has already had 
two cows killed and one injured by the 
pack. “It’s like we’re their grocery store.”

It is painfully obvious from Swanson’s 
story that Colorado is woefully unprepared 
for a large population of wolves to enter the 
state, despite a 2020 ballot question that 
mandated the reintroduction of wolves 
beginning in 2023. With two years to pre-
pare, the state hasn’t taken basic steps to 
provide for those most likely to be harmed 
by the reintroduction.

The Denver Post editorial board  support-
ed the 2020 ballot question, writing before 
the election that we found evidence from 
Yellowstone compelling. The benefit to our 
ecosystem of adding wolves would out-
weigh the harm caused to ranchers.

But, a huge condition of our support was 
the proper management of our wild animal 
populations.

Colorado is no longer an ecosystem that 
can be put on autopilot and expected to 
thrive. Too disjointed are our habitats with 
too many nearby residents and too many 
threats to wildlife. Management of popula-
tions is essential.

Colorado lawmakers must act in 2022 to 
prepare for reintroduction in 2023.

The state must tweak the language in the 
law so that the money allocated every year 
for livestock killed by wildlife also includes 
wolf kills, and lawmakers must be prepared 
to fully fund the program if livestock claims 
exceed the $1.2 million  currently allocated.

A law allowing very aggressive hazing of 
gray wolves so they will fear humans and 
leave cattle alone is necessary. Thankfully 
the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion gave ranchers permission to haze 
wolves last month, however, we think a law 
exempting ranchers from accidentally in-
juring or killing a wolf would be appropri-
ate, as ranchers did not ask for this added 
responsibility. If wildlife managers are 
truly concerned that ranchers will injure or 
kill too many wolves then, they should be 
out on this land managing the packs them-
selves. Ranchers should be given a tax 
credit to reimburse them for 100% of the 
cost of hazing tools.

Colorado law also should be amended so 
that a rancher who has documented repeat-
ed loss of livestock or working animals can 
apply for a permit to kill an aggressive wolf 
on his or her property and give the carcass 
to Parks and Wildlife.

We admire Regin and Tanya Fletcher’s 
willingness to live with the wolves on their 
land, which is near the Atencio ranch. We 
cannot imagine how much they worry for 
the safety of their daughter who uses a 
wheelchair and would be especially vulner-
able to a wolf pack that didn’t fear humans.

Colorado lawmakers have one chance to 
get this right for rural Colorado in advance 
of wolves being introduced. In a way, the 
wolf pack near Walden is a gift to prepare 
us for the real thing.

A chance 
to  manage 
the Colo. 
gray wolf

The Post Editorial

Members of The Denver Post’s editorial board 
are Megan Schrader, editor of the editorial 
pages; Lee Ann Colacioppo, editor; Justin 
Mock, CFO; Bill Reynolds, general manager/ 
senior vp circulation and production; Bob 
Kinney, vice president of information 
technology; and TJ Hutchinson, systems editor. 

 6 THE DENVER POST B DENVERPOST.COM • SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  6, 2022 PERSPECTIVE «3D


